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Around The Drive...
By The Old Beachcomber

Winter wasn’t much of a threat this year,
with very little snow and warmer-than-usual
temperatures.  The lake didn’t freeze much, ei-
ther.  Maybe this year we won’t have icebergs
floating in July!

Sevastopol & Election News
In the April 2 general election, three candi-

dates are running for the two Sevastopol Town
Supervisor positions: JoAnn Schley, Gerald
Worrick, and Dale Konkol.  Schley and Worrick
are the incumbents.

Running for Sevastopol School Board are
four candidates for two positions.  Incumbents
Greg Smith and June Meikle are opposed by
Glenn Mandel and Deb Wiegand.

Absentee ballots are available to any eligible
voter, and are ex-
pected to be in the
Town office about
March 19.  The ballot
request must be in
writing, but you can
stop in at the Town of-
fice, request one, and
vote on the spot before
election day; it doesn’t
have to be mailed in.

Clerk-Treasurer
Linda Wait suggests
that you call the
Sevastopol Town of-
fice (746-1230) to
check her schedule
before coming by.
There will be a re-

corded message if she is not in.  The office is be-
hind the Sevastopol Schools in Institute.

An official Ballot Request Form is also
available on the GDA web site—you can
download it and mail it to the office (P.O.
Box 135, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235).  Do this
early—the filled-out ballot must arrive back
at the same office no later than the day be-
fore the regular election.

Protection Fund Growing
Herb Klein reports that his 75th birth-

day party at the Hitching Post was a huge
success.  About 150 neighbors, friends and
relatives showed up the evening of Decem-
ber 22 and helped swell the Shivering Sands
Protection Fund for the Nature Conservancy
to over $40,000.

Herb Klein opens his birthday presents

In the summer, this is a sandy shore
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Around the Drive...
(continued from page 1)

Mike Grimm of the Conservancy presented Herb
and Cal Bonnivier with a beautiful picture of Shivering
Sands Creek emptying into Lake Michigan at sunrise.

Herb Nichols—who recently built a new mound sys-
tem with minimal tree loss—has started a thread in the
Door County Message Board praising Klein’s actions in
initiating the Protection Fund. So far, it has received
almost 200 views.  You can read Herb N.’s comments in
the Great Outdoors Forum on DCMB.

The Fund has also received a $1500 gift from the
Whitefish Bay Association.  If you wish to contribute to
this worthwhile cause, call Herb Klein or contact The
Nature Conservancy.

Association

Dinner
Our winter dinner

was held on February
16, 2002, at Mr. G's,
near Jacksonport, and
was attended by about
45 members. The
speaker was Jaime Corbusier from the Door County
Soil & Water Conservation Dept., who spoke on invasive
plant species.

Diners seemed happy with the
food and service at Mr. G’s, though
the noise from the nearby bar made
it sometimes difficult to hear Jaime.

Door County News
The first meeting of the new Door

County Board of Supervisors after the
recall election was held Thursday,
Feb. 14. By a vote of 17-3, the Jus-

tice Center construction project
was put on hold.

Colleen Crocker-MacMillin
was elected Chairperson, Roger
Kuhns, Vice-Chair.

 The next problem tackled
was what to do about the $30
million bonds, as the interest is
being paid out at 5%. The
County’s bond proceeds are pres-

ently being invested as best allowed by law, at 2%, and
the 20-year bonds are not callable until 2012.

The meeting was attended by a full house of onlook-
ers, whose observation was hampered by the poor sound
system.

Water Tests Available
The Door County Soil and Water Conservation De-

partment is offering confidential
well water tests at a reduced cost
for National Ground Water
Awareness Week.  A sterile bottle
must be obtained from the De-
partment and the sample must
be dropped off April 10.  You can
download a flyer from the GDA
web site or call the Department
at 746-2214 for more information.

Tests are available for bacteria, lead, and nitrates-
nitrites, and may be ordered separately.  The complete
battery of tests costs $40 compared with the State Hy-
giene Lab charge of $67.  Results are confidential.

At The Hitching Post
On Wednesday, Feb. 6, Sevastopol Schools Super-

intendent Joe McMahon came
by and spoke to us at the Hitch-
ing Post about future school
plans.  Pupil enrollment is de-
clining in Sevastopol and
Gibraltar districts, and al-
though true consolidation is
not planned, some facilities
may be shared in the future.

A telephone questionnaire
is presently being conducted to
find our how local residents feel
about this matter.

On Wednesday, Jan. 30,
three Door County Supervisor Candidates spoke to us
at the Hitching Post.  All supported Citizens for Open
Government (COG)’s agenda of halting work on the Jus-
tice Center until either a referendum is held or a scaled-
back, cheaper plan is developed.

All COG-sympathetic candidates were elected
county-wide in the February 5 recall, removing 15 of

Craig Little provides the entertainment
at Herb’s birthday party

Mike Grimm

Sevastopol Schools
Superintendent Joe McMahon

GDA President Tom
Jung

Jaime Corbusier

County Chairperson
Colleen Crocker-MacMillin
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the incumbents. After that elec-
tion, Pete Polich is now the Su-
pervisor for District 15 (Glidden
Drive north of Shivering Sands).
Jan Sixel is the Supervisor for
District 6 (Glidden Drive south
of Shivering Sands). Dan
Peterson will be running in the
general election April 2 for Dis-
trict 15 to take over the reins
from Pete Polich. Due to redis-
tricting, ALL of Glidden Drive is
in District 15 for all future elections.

Former Supervisors and now candidate Charles
Jarman and former Chairman Leo Zipperer spoke to
Glidden Drive neighbors on
Wednesday, November 28,
about the proposed justice com-
plex. Leo also addressed the
problem of fire protection costs
in our area.

Jarman was the represen-
tative for District 15, which in-
cludes all of Glidden Drive north
of Shivering Sands until the
next election. Zipperer was
Chairman of Door County and
remains the Chairman of the Town of Sevastopol.

On December 12 we had Roy Aiken and Allin
Walker, representatives from COG speak at the Hitch-
ing Post. This is the other side of the justice center ar-
gument that we heard from Jarman.  The outcome of
this debate may affect your taxes significantly.

An audio CD (playable on any CD player) of any of
the Hitching Post presentations and questions is avail-
able to any Glidden Drive Association member on re-
quest; contact Laddie Chapman.

Security Matters
Investigating Sgt. Terry Vogel tells us that there

have been at least 13 residential burglary break-ins since
December 17 in Door County, in the Fish Creek, Baileys
Harbor, Egg Harbor, and Bayshore Drive areas.

It looks like a non-juvenile, semi-professional per-
son or group, as they methodically look for guns and
electronic equipment, and they are targeting shore ar-
eas.

Be on the lookout for any suspicious vehicles. One
may be a brown or beige Ford Bronco. If you see any-
thing suspicious, call the Sheriff's Office at 746-2400,
or if you think a burglary is in progress, call 911.

Sgt. Vogel is counting on us to be his eyes and ears,
so don't be afraid to be nosy!

Cable Channels Found Missing
If you have Charter Cable service, have you noticed

that the three local access channels are now empty?
Ever since the system upgrade (!) we no longer can view
the Sturgeon Bay events. This is due to both technical
and political reasons; these channels are not Door
County channels, but Sturgeon Bay city channels.

No longer seen are the animal shelter programs,
school board meetings, school concerts and sporting
events, and Jacksonport Polar Bear swims.

Even the DC Board of Supervisor meetings that are
now being videotaped will not be seen in our area, al-
though copies of the tapes are available at the library.

See the Sevastopol article on page 5 for more infor-
mation.

Association News
At recent GDA Board meetings, the subject of the

membership dues was brought up by Treasurer Don
Schweer, who presented some charts and graphs on
spending trends.  Due to increases in postage costs and
more extensive newsletters like this one, the Board felt
it would be prudent to raise our annual dues from $15
to $20 per household.

Our last dues increase was over 10 years ago, in
1991.  We plan to vote on raising the dues at the next
Board meeting, April 11, at the Hitching Post, 9AM, and
invite comments from any GDA member before that date.
Also please see any Board member if you have any addi-
tional items for the agenda.

Retired With Plaque
Neighbor Verne Cutler has

retired with the blessing of former
Wisconsin Governor Tommy
Thompson.  Verne writes:

“Our family—now extended to
12—has enjoyed being on the
Drive at 4080 since 1965.  In the
future, now that I’ve finally retired
after 50 years in the University of
Wisconsin system, it is my hope
that we’ll have the pleasure of
meeting more Drive residents, carry out new building
plans, and spend much more time on location, God will-
ing!”

Hazardous Waste Disposal
The DC Solid Waste facility on Division Road will

accept old, dried-up paint cans in their normal trash,
but according to Tom Girman’s research, more seri-
ously hazardous waste is hard to dispose of properly in

Around the Drive...
(continued from page 2)

County Supervisor Peter
Polich, District 15

County Supervisor Jan Sixel,
District 6
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Door County.  If you have a garage full of this stuff like
Tom does, call the Brown County Household Hazard-
ous Waste Facility in the Green Bay area.  Their phone
is (920) 492-4950 or you may visit their web site at:

www.co.brown.wi.us/solid_waste

A Need For Trees?
Planting time is almost upon us.  If you need some

trees for your yard, here are two options.  First, the DC
Soil & Water Conservation Dept.’s yearly program is
available again, where you can buy seedlings cheaply in
quantities of 10.  Orders must be in by April 19.  You
can download an order form on their web site at:

www.co.door.wi.us/SWCD/treedescriptions.htm

The order blank is also available in Acrobat PDF
form at:

www.doorbell.net/swcd/order.pdf

For bigger trees, you can call Fenton Wiercks at
(920) 837-2211.  According to Ruth Black, “He has a
tree farm and you can tag the trees you wish to pur-
chase, or they can be ordered by phone.  Wiercks has
Colorado blue spruce and charges $25 to $35 for each
tree.”

Nature Classes Offered
The Clearing in Ellison Bay offers week-long classes

in the arts and fine crafts, humanities and natural sci-
ences.  Classes are informal, and
there is ample time to enjoy quiet
forest trails and beautiful sunsets.

The next classes will be Spring
Birds of Northern Woods & Waters,
May 12-18, with Nancy Stevenson
& Vincent Heig, instructors.  This

will be followed by Roy & Charlotte Lukes’ Spring Woods
Awakening, May 19-23.

The Clearing can be reached at (920) 854-4088 or
through their web site:

www.theclearing.org

The Lukes also conduct one-day classes through-
out the spring, summer and fall. Topics include birds,
flowers, mushrooms (Charlotte’s specialty!) and even
guided trips to Washington Island.  You can call (920)
823-2478 or visit the Nature-Wise web site for a com-
plete course schedule and class descriptions:

www.doorbell.net/lukes

Phone Home, G.D.
Most of us have been disappointed with cellular ser-

vice in the Glidden Drive area; the local geography and
tower placement has provided only marginal coverage.
But part-time Glidden resident Larry Sipovic, who just
happens to work for U.S. Cellular, has been working on
the problem.  Larry says, “I have requested investiga-
tion of a micro-cell to assist coverage on the drive as the
signal drops off quickly east of the state highway.”

U.S. Cellular is also considering installing additional
equipment on the tower just south of Jacksonport.
Hopefully, one of these solutions will make our celphones
more useful.

Come Join Us On The Message Board!
A new Internet resource for northeast Wisconsin is

now online at this web address:

www.doorbell.net/mb

This is a “Message Board,” where anyone can ask
questions and conduct a dialogue with others on Door
County subjects.  You do not have to register just to
look, but you will have to register once in order to post a
question or a reply.  It’s free and easy—come join us on
DCMB!

Who’s On First?
The Michigan Street Bridge is down again for re-

pairs, and that may take a while, so act accordingly.
“The bridge is down.”
“Oh, good, I can get across to the other side.”
“No you can’t—I said it was down.”
“So if it’s down, I can drive across, eh?”
“No, silly, it’s not down, it’s up for repairs!
“You mean it’s down for repairs, not up and work-

ing?”
“Right.  It’s up in the air.  That’s why it’s down.”
“If it’s up, how can it be down?”
“Never mind, I’ll take the 18th Street bridge.  It’s up,

isn’t it?”
“No, it’s down, so you can get across.”
“So what time does the next ferry leave?”

Around the Drive...
(continued from page 3)

The Michigan Street Bridge looks over an empty, icy marina
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Charles Jarman

I have represented you for a little over 10 years on
the Door County Board.  It has been a great privilege and
pleasure to serve you.

In my years on the Board, I have served on the Li-
brary, Agriculture Education, Land Conservation, Re-
source Planning, and Administration Committees.  We
have seen many successes in these areas.  Particular to
these successes is the constant revising of the County
Zoning Ordinance; some of the changes include wetland
protection, a wind tower ordinance, and the soon-to-come
communications tower ordinance.

I did support the Justice Center and allied projects
after studying every
piece of information
available.  Changes in
jail construction re-
quirements and stan-
dards, larger law en-
forcement staff, treat-
ment of prisoners and,
above all, public safety
in and around the
courthouse makes
this project necessary.
We believe the plan is
the least costly alter-
native in the long run.

For those of you who don’t know me, I am a retired
farmer who owns, with my son, a dairy farm of approxi-
mately 340 acres in Sevastopol.  Our family has farmed
here for over 80 years.  I pay taxes on the farm and my
home, so I am well aware of the effect of higher taxes on
a fixed income.  When you elected me, you expected me
to use my best judgment in matters involving our Dis-
trict and I think I have.

I urge you to contact me at any time with any of your
concerns.  Most of all, please get valid, accurate infor-
mation and stay aware of issues so that you can advise
me of your wishes.

I pledge to actively represent the interests of our Dis-
trict.  Please stay informed of the issues and take the
time to vote.  Thank you for your support.

Daniel Peterson
I see a tremendous need in the community I was

born and raised in, for the voices of the people to be
HEARD by the local government.  Many of us have given
up hope of believing that our good ideas, when voiced,
will actually be heard by those representing us in elected
office.  Our heavenly creator graced us with two ears and
only one mouth, perhaps so we could listen twice as much
as we talk.  I think it’s time to start acting according to
what the majority of the public are asking for; which is
how a true republic is supposed to function.

I’ll strive to have your voices heard on the issues that
are important to you.

There are many issues to be concerned about, but
on the relocation and construction of the justice center,
I’m positive there are
still ways to make this
both less expensive
and more favorable to
the majority.  After re-
cent tours, including
the justice center, it
would be quite obvious
to everyone that some-
thing needs to be
done, but we have to
find a way to keep the
county’s purse strings
pulled in a little tighter,
especially during eco-
nomically troubled
times.  Our incarceration rate needs to be studied for
possible alternative or prevention.  With the chances of
having some of the state funding pulled from us, we may
need to be even more prudent yet, as any responsible
business person would do.

I think we need to explore more of the state and/or
federal programs that may be available at little or no
cost, for things that continue to keep our county unique.

I’ve known most of the people in our county most of
my life and have had great, mutually beneficial, busi-
ness dealings with hundreds of them over the years.  I’ve
listened to them when discussing relevant county issues
and I hear what they are saying.  I think I can bring the
voice of the people to our local county government.  I’m
not afraid to stand up for what the people in our county
believe in.

Politics as usual

Door County Supervisor Candidates Speak

Charles Jarman Daniel Peterson

Due to redistricting, all of Glidden Drive will be in Supervisory District 15 for the next election.  Charles Jarman, the
District Supervisor until the February recall election, is running against Daniel Peterson.  Here are their campaign
statements.

Charlie Jarman can be reached at (920) 743-3763. Dan Peterson can be reached at (920) 743-7686.
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At the February 18 Sevastopol Board of Supervisors
meeting, the loss of local access cable channels and the
possibility of universal trash pickup were the important
topics.

Neighborhood video cable service was much en-
hanced when Charter Cable, the local provider, installed
a major upgrade last December.  But the three local Stur-
geon Bay community access channels that Sevastopol
has enjoyed since 1993 were removed from the lineup.

Subscribers complained that they can no longer view
important events in the nearby County seat, Sturgeon
Bay.  This may have caught Charter by surprise.  When
asked for an explanation, Charter’s Public Relations
Manager John Miller said in a letter to the Town, “The
new network allows for segregation of channels by fran-
chise areas.  Therefore Charter is obligated to restrict
those channels to the area that contracts and funds the
operation of them.”  Since Sevastopol does not generate
or contribute to Sturgeon Bay’s funding, the Town can-
not view the City channels.

Miller suggested the Town could negotiate with the
City of Sturgeon Bay to give up their own Public-Govern-
ment-Education (PEG) channel and acquire the City’s
channel feed.  Since Sevastopol has no current plans to
fund a video studio or provide content, this might be the
best short-term solution.

The matter was tabled at the February meeting, but
Supervisor JoAnn Schley volunteered to negotiate with
the City Administrator Jay Krauss to see what options
are available and what costs might be involved.

Trash Pickup Proposed
Benjamin Short of Superior Services offered to pro-

vide trash pickup to all residences if paid directly by the
Town.  Superior currently offers curbside pickup at an
individual subscriber cost of about $17 per month, or
$204 per year.  This could be reduced to around $78 to
$108 per year per household if collected as a tax levy,
but all households would have to contribute.

Short said that pickup would probably be once every
two weeks, though a once a week arrangement was pos-
sible.  Separate containers would be provided for trash
and recyclables.

The Board requested Superior to provide a more spe-
cific cost estimate, and they plan to contact other trash
service companies to compare offers.  This matter may
be placed on the agenda at the annual Town Meeting
April 9.

Property Reassessed
A tax refund requested by Charles and Carolyn

Hansen, of Glidden Drive, was approved for one past
year.  The refund resulted from a recalculation of real
property value when the Hansens pointed out they did
not have full use of their beach.  On both sides of several
public beach access lanes in the area, including one ad-
jacent to their property, the original 1936 Long Beach
Subdivision Plat shows wider waterfront areas “dedicated
to lot owners.”  Although the exact legal meaning of this
wording is open to some interpretation, the County Board
of Review agreed with the Hansens and felt it reduced
the value of their property and thus their taxes.  Five
other lots in the area are similarly affected.

Whitefish Bay Survey Requested
In the previous January 21 Board meeting, the con-

tinuing problem of land survey errors in the Whitefish
Bay area was readdressed by a letter from Door County
Senior Zoning Administrator David Sautebin.  There are
problems with lot lines, streets and alleys stemming from
pre-modern surveys, some of which measure from no
longer extant natural features like trees, stumps and
rocks.

The Door County Planning Department is strongly
urging an assessor’s plat to be ordered.  This would en-
compass about 40 parcels in the area and finally resolve
boundary disputes.  The cost of the surveying could be
borne by the Town, the affected property owners, or be
shared.

In previous Town meetings, the property owners in
the area were strongly opposed to the imposition of such
an assessment.  They have pointed out that the unsure
boundary lines are, at least at present, not a serious prob-
lem between reasonable neighbors.

According to Kay Miller of the County Planning De-
partment, no construction permits have been denied in
the Whitefish area due to an unclear property line.  How-
ever, Miller said two specific adjacent properties had such
a serious overlap that she would deny a building permit
on either if it were applied for, since the legal setbacks
could not be determined.

The next Board of Supervisors meeting is scheduled
for March 18 at 7PM, in the modular building behind
Sevastopol Schools in Institute.

Report from Sevastopol

Subscribers Upset By Cable Channel Loss
By Laddie Chapman

You can read John Miller’s letter to the Town on the
Un-official Sevastopol web site:

www.doorbell.net/ts/charter.htm
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Thekla Bloch

A Neighbor You Should Know
By Tim Comeford

Bernard Klatt was an attorney in Milwaukee who
lived just north of the city in the nearby town of White-
fish Bay.  In the summer of 1921 he went to Michigan to
pick up a newly purchased fishing boat that he intended
to refit for pleasure use, the Emden.  He and a few friends
were bringing it back when a bad storm came up and
blew them off course.

As his daughter, Thekla Bloch, relates, the group
was in real fear that
they would ever see
any land again, but
they survived because
the storm blew them
into our Whitefish Bay.
They were able to dock
at Tony Sternard’s
pier, which is still on
the shore at Glidden
Lodge.

Klatt liked the
area, so he bought up
options on as many
lots and parcels as he
could from Glidden
Lodge south to
Wester’s Fish House on
Lily Bay.  One of these
lots had a hunting

cabin built by the Gottschalks, who also built the cabin
just to the north presently owned by Debby Sween, Quiet
Cottage.  Thekla said it was small and primitive but her
family loved it, and, when she was a child, they came
up every summer.

The road past the cabin was barely a track. In those
days there were few people around and not enough traf-
fic to keep it clear.  Her father tried to keep it from being
overgrown and choked with weeds by dragging a stone
boat—a stone platform or sled without runners—filled
with rocks. 

We now know that road as Glidden Drive.  It would
never have been named that if her father hadn’t sold
the options to Orrin Glidden.

As children always do, Thekla grew up.  She went to
the University of Wisconsin, earned a degree in Microbi-
ology, and went to work at Abbott Laboratories in North

Chicago, Illinois.
In 1941, her family decided they would take an ex-

tended trip in the family cabin cruiser, travelling from
Lake Michigan in Wisconsin down the Chicago, Illinois
and Mississippi rivers and ultimately through the
Panama Canal.  It was late in the year and they were
racing against the elements.  In Memphis they got iced
in, and the trip ended abruptly in Houston due to Pearl
Harbor.  The boat spent the war doing coastal patrols in
the Gulf off Texas.

When Thekla went back to work at Abbott, she met
Harold Bloch in the Finance department.  They mar-
ried; he left Abbott and went to work for Ford.

While Harold was at Ford, they were assigned to
several foreign locations including Uruguay, Denmark
and Belgium.  Along the way, two daughters, Susan
and Joanna were born.  They returned to the states in
1959 and lived in New Jersey and later Larchmont, New
York.  Among other activities, Thekla got involved in the
Girl Scouts and was a leader for 25 years.

There were visits to Door County.  When Harold re-
tired from ITT in1983, they built and moved into the
present house at 3734 Glidden.  Harold was an avid
golfer and enjoyed the challenges of the Door County
courses.  Unfortunately, he died of cancer before he could
conquer them all.
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Thekla Bloch

Barnard Klatt on the Emden at the Glidden Lodge Pier.  The Emden arrived in
1921 in the big October storm.

please turn to page 8
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Thekla’s main interest and outside activity today is
the Door County Historical Society, where she has
chaired the Sites Committee for several years.  This com-
mittee is responsible for researching historical places
for placement of a commemorative plaque.  You may
have noticed the recently erected one at Lily Bay, pic-
tured in our November 2001 Newsletter.

Using skills learned as a girl and as a scout leader,
Thekla is quite self-sufficient.  She has been making
her own soap for years by mixing lye and fat.  Ask her

and I am sure she could
give you more details.

She supplements her
heating system with sev-
eral wood stoves.  She
used to chop and stack
her own wood and is
somewhat famous for the
neatness of her firewood
piles.  She admits to lik-
ing it stacked just so.  One
of her neighbors, Charlie
Branson, often remarked
to me that those stacks of
wood are the neatest he
has ever seen.

The biggest change
along Glidden Drive
Thekla has noted is there
are so many more people
coming to the area.  She
views the changes as in-
evitable and not always for
the worse.  She cites the
regulations concerning
zoning, especially for sep-

tic systems, as being needed.  Thekla loves the small
town feel of the area and such community events as the
Lumberjack Supper that help make this a neat place to
live.

As a final note—at least four people suggested I write
about Thekla.  I appreciate the input.  I also thank her
for letting me do this article.

Thekla Bloch
(continued from page 7)

Thekla Bloch as painted by Cal
Bonnivier

The cabin on Glidden where Mildred Klatt lived from 1952-1980, back view
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