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Winter on Glidden Drive began with a
bang, but January has seen less bluster and
snow than December.  Green Bay and Stur-
geon Bay are completely frozen over except
where the Coast Guard ship Mobile Bay has
made a path, but Lake Michigan hasn’t built
much of an ice-bank yet.  Lakers usually “hi-
bernate” in port for January through March,
but this year several have been seen in open
water in late January.

Our Winter Dinner hosted 56 Association
members and guests at Leathem Smith Lodge
on January 27.  Doug Henderson, Director of
the Maritime Museum, portrayed Joseph Har-
ris, Jr., who was an army captain, lighthouse
keeper, and the first commercial boatbuilder

in Sturgeon Bay.  He
also founded a short-
lived newspaper, The
Republican, to compete
with his father’s Advo-
cate. Doug showed slides
of early canal days, in-
cluding a steamship tow-
ing several sailing ships
as a group to save on toll.
Many thanks to Tom
Girman for handling the
Dinner details.

We would like to wel-
come two new households to our Association –
Thomas and Patricia Carroll, 4192 Glidden (for-
merly Bob Geyer’s house) and Greg and Diane
Hollub, 3987 (formerly Ken O’Brien’s).

Joanne Huhta is the newest addition to our
GDA board, elected to fill the term left vacant by
Anne Fisher through 2003.
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Around The Drive...

By The Old Beachcomber

A fine crop of icicles

Doug Henderson as Joseph
Harris, Jr.
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If you get this newsletter in time and have

an item that needs attention, please contact any
Board member before the next board meeting on
February 8.

Snowplows have caused damage to at least
four mailboxes and signs on the Drive, even to
some that were back from the edge of the road,
apparently from the force of wet snow, salt and
sand hurled to the shoulder.  Do you know where
your sign is?

Sevastopol News
The annual Town meeting was held on No-

vember 27, 2000 to approve the new budget.
Prior to the meeting, 14 citizens, including the
Presidents and some board members of all local
homeowner associations, sent a letter to the

please turn to page 4
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Several Glidden Drive neighbors escaped

the snow of our beautiful county for a week

of sunshine in the Caribbean.  Booked on the

Norway (formerly the S.S.  France), the group

boarded the ship in Miami on December 30th.

Stopping in St. Maarten, St. Thomas, and

Great Stirrup Cay, there was plenty of time

for swimming, sunning on the beaches, snor-

keling, and of course, shopping.

Celebrating New Year’s Eve on the Nor-

way was a special treat.  Dancing in the In-

ternational Lounge was always the high point

of every evening. Cruisers included Craig and

Kathy Little, Herb Klein and Cal Bonnivier,

Jim and Suzanne Schlindwein, Len and Pat

Moss, Tom and Marge Jung, Tim and Chris

Comeford, Gene Mitchell, and

Joe and Anita Winkler.  The

group included Craig and

Kathy’s son, Todd Little who

lives in Connecticut, and other

friends of the Little’s, making a

total of twenty-three people.  The

Glidden Drive contingent re-

turned to Door County refreshed

and ready to cross-country ski,

shovel snow, and enjoy the spe-

cial beauty of the Wisconsin win-

ter. The cruise ship Norway as seen from the tender that ferried passengers to land.

Glidden Friends Cruise

By Craig Little

A well-deserved beer break on St. Thomas.  L-R: Marge Jung, Herb Klein, Craig Little,
Gene Mitchell, Cal Bonnivier and Tom Jung.
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After the last newsletter, I did
have some feedback for a subject
for our winter issue.

Howard and Lou Olson have
lived at “Olson’s Home Port” on a
full time basis since just after
World War II.  They had been liv-
ing in Sturgeon Bay in rented
quarters.  The property was sold
and they had to move.  At the
time they had four growing chil-
dren.  Finding an apartment in
town was not easy.  Lou said she
would have had to hang the kids
on the wall to make them all fit.

They were able to buy a log
cabin on the same spot where
they are now.  Mr. Glidden origi-
nally built it as a summer cabin.
They recount that it was very cold
the first winter in 1946 until Howard could put in a
ceiling and repair the fireplace.  At that time they were
the only year-round residents on the drive.

Howard worked on the ore boats in the shipping
season and in the shipyards in the winters.  The snow-
plows only went as far as their house.  The school

bus could get in and Howard
could get out to work.

Of his years on the lake
freighters, Howard says it was
mostly routine.  However, he did
recount one story.  They were on
a little freighter; the first one fit-
ted with an unloader by Leatham
Smith, and were coming from the
quarry through Sturgeon Bay on
the way to Chicago, loaded with
sand and gravel.  It was very
foggy and they ran aground on
Dunlop reef, so they unloaded
some of the cargo to refloat the
ship.  Just then a man in a Model
T went in to the water.  The driver
was kept afloat by a sheepskin
coat he was wearing.  He just
bobbed over by the ship and a

burly crew member reached out to pluck him out of
the water.

The children grew up, the cabin was remodeled
and Lou opened a store called Cards ’n Stuff in town
in 1965.  Howard retired from the U.S. Steel fleet in
1972.  Lou sold the store in 1980 so they were free to

travel. The cabin burned down in 1985
during a winter storm that delayed the
fire department.  They rebuilt the
home you see now at 3959 Glidden.

They spent winters in Texas until
five years ago.  Health problems have
slowed both of them down.  With heart
surgery and a recently diagnosed pul-
monary problem, Howard says he is
just so so.  They still like living in their
house and do not plan to move to a
condo “until they get old.”

They both were interesting and ex-
tremely pleasant when interviewed for
this article.  When asked about
changes on our drive, they reminded
me that the advantages of living in a
country setting such as the beauty
and quiet outweigh the disadvantages
of things like fire truck delays.

Another Neighbor You Should Know

By Tim Comeford

The original Olson home in 1959.  Vince Sherrick’s car is decorating the driveway.

Lou and Howard Olson
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Splash!  A sandy Lake Michigan shore becomes an ice-pile in winter.

Around the Drive...
(continued from page 1)

please turn to page 6
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Sevastopol Board expressing concerns about what
looked like a $100,000 spending increase.  The Su-
pervisor and Chairman’s salary boosts of 60-80%
looked especially excessive to some, but an amend-
ment to reduce the increase to only 30% was voted
down, 16-14.  (There is such a wide spread of salaries
in similar Wisconsin towns that the amounts both
before and after are in a typical range.) The budget
was eventually passed as originally proposed, mak-
ing the tax rate (mil rate) $1.23 per thousand (for the
Town government revenue only).  The new budget and
the citizen letter is available on the (unofficial) Town
of Sevastopol web site,
www.doorbell.net/ts.

Our Town Clerk/
Treasurer, Cari Schartner,
is not running for re-elec-
tion this year.  The only
candidate for the position
is Linda Wait, a legal sec-
retary who was born and
raised in Sevastopol.
Chairman Leo Zipperer,
Supervisors Tom Olsen
and Don Haen are run-
ning for re-election unop-
posed, for 2-year terms.
Election day is Tuesday,
April 3 – absentee ballots
are available from the
Town Clerk.

Door County News
The County is tackling the task of straightening

out some bugs in the fire number assignments and
may be forced to change some of the addresses in our
area to eliminate the “A”s.  Also
some homes were improperly as-
signed numbers too close together,
leaving no allowance for new build-
ing on in-between lots, so these
need to be fixed.  County Planning
Department Addressing/Zoning
Specialist Ken Pollock (743-2323)
will be handling this numbering
adjustment task, checking each green fire number sign
for visibility, and replacing those in poor condition.

Some roads in the area are getting name changes
in an attempt to reduce problems in an emergency.
Cave Point Drive, for example, is being split into North
and South, since a mistake in routing a fire truck to

the wrong end could lose valuable time. For the same
reason, at the January 22 meeting, Town Supervi-
sors voted to change the name of the short private
road near Fisher Creek from Glidden Drive to Glidden
Road.  This will affect 5 homes (Geudtner, Winkler,
Ranta, Mitchell and Stewart) and a few vacant lots
from 4036 to 4052, inclusive.

Even though swamp conditions and covenants
prevent any building on the piece of land surrounded
by the two roads, removing any ambiguity about fire
numbers (even numbers must be on the small road,
odd ones on the main Drive), Ken Pollock feels that in
the heat of the moment, fire truck or ambulance driv-
ers might be confused and/or be unable to read the
posted signs, so a name change is indicated anyway.
Some of the residents have expressed an interest in
naming the private road “Glidden Lane” instead, to

which Ken had no objec-
tion, so at press time,
that’s what it is expected
to become.

Ken stated that letters
have been mailed to all
addresses that are af-
fected by number
changes.

“Green” Referen-
dum: On November 7 vot-
ers were asked, “Should
the Door County Board of
Supervisors set aside up
to fifteen million dollars
over the next ten years by
borrowing and/or in-
creasing taxes for the
purchase of land for pur-

poses of conservation and recreation?”  The County-
wide vote was 6213 (43%) yes, 8257 (57%) no;
Sevastopol voted 614 yes, 825 no.  And in case you
are wondering about lesser issues, the Bush/Gore
race was 811/604 in Sevastopol, favoring Bush.  No
hanging chads were in sight.

The Door County Advocate is looking for some-
one to report on Sevastopol events, political and so-
cial, in a weekly column.  If you are interested, con-
tact the Advocate.

Highway 57 from Sturgeon Bay to Green Bay is
not scheduled to have any widening work done until
2002.  Discussion is ongoing about the route to take.

Computer Corner
New on the Web: A brochure entitled Sensible

Shoreland Lighting, Preserving the beauty of the night
is available at www.uwsp.edu/cnr/uwexlakes/faq/
lighting.pdf.  Published by the University of Wiscon-
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Fuel Values of Woods
In gallons of fuel oil per cord

Ironwood........................................ 150
White oak ...................................... 135
Beech ............................................. 130
Red oak ......................................... 126
Yellow birch ................................... 126
Hard maple .................................... 126
White ash....................................... 117
Soft maple...................................... 110
White birch .................................... 108
Red elm.......................................... 102
Black cherry .................................. 100
Black ash......................................... 97
White pine ....................................... 80
Poplar .............................................. 75
Butternut ......................................... 71
White cedar...................................... 63

Trees make up the largest biomass in the world;
they provide more fuel than any other biological mat-
ter.  Nothing compares to a wood fire for evoking the
warmth of hearth and home, and burning wood in an
efficient wood stove is a practical and economical way
to heat.

There is a great deal of difference in the moisture
content, density, and heat value from one type of wood
to the next.  In general, hardwoods have higher den-
sity, tend to last longer in a fire, and work better for
continuous burning.  Low density woods, or “soft-
woods” work well as kindling and are good for heating
in a pinch, but a fire will not burn as long with these
woods.

There is a direct relationship between the dry
weight of wood and its fuel value.  If you lift a piece of
ironwood (heavy) and a piece of white cedar (light),
you can see why these woods occupy their places at
the top and bottom of the chart, respectively.

Green wood is heavier than dry wood; sometimes
as much as twice as heavy.  It is hard to handle, and
hard to burn.  When you burn green wood, some of
the chemical energy in the wood is used to evaporate
the extra moisture in the wood rather than to create
useful heat. You simply get less heat from wet wood
than dry.

Firewood, A Very Modern Fuel
By Carl Scholz

Everybody loves a birthday party and the ladies
of Glidden Drive are no exception.  Year-round, on
the first Wednesday of each month, they gather for
lunch to celebrate that month’s birthdays.  Each
month a volunteer agrees to make the arrangements
and act as hostess.

The last luncheon, held at the Sturgeon Bay Yacht
Club, was hosted by Mickey Fellows.

All Glidden Drive women are invited to attend.  If
you would like to join the group for the next birthday
luncheon, call Joanne Huhta at (920) 743-1994.

Here’s To The Ladies Who Lunch

If you purchase green wood, store it under cover
for 6 months or more until radial cracks appear in
the end of the pieces, indicating that the wood is dry.

Some of the birthday party-hounds, L-R: Jeri Girman, Mickey Fellows,
Marge Jung, and Ginny Gonnering.
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Ice volcano on Lake Michigan winter shore

Around the Drive...
(continued from page 4)

please turn to page 8
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A view of Fisher Creek and the north point of Lily Bay from the south,
circa 1975.  Most of this property now belongs to Richard Geudtner.

sin, it clearly explains types of
lighting, good and bad, and how
they relate to combating the prob-
lem.  Thanks to Patric Johnstone
for supplying this link.

The Last Resort web site is
now posting maximum and mini-
mum air temperatures on a daily
basis.  As you know, weather here
on the lakeshore can be quite dif-
ferent from Green Bay and even
nearby Sturgeon Bay.  Don’t for-

get to check the daily webcam picture of the lakeshore
– this cam is one of only two in Door County (the
other one is in Ephraim).

Our nearby neighborhood associations – Bay
Shore and Whitefish Bay – have posted some or all of
their recent newsletters on the web.  Go to
www.doorbell.net for a list.

Our own web site, www.doorbell.net/gda, is a
good place to check for more recent news than just
our quarterly newsletter.  And don’t forget – this news-
letter is available, in color, on our web site even be-
fore it is mailed; no need to wait for an official, autho-
rized agent of the U.S. Government to bring it to your
door.  Also available are Board minutes (as soon as
they are approved), copies of  local covenants, and
info on lanes.  Any additions, corrections and ampli-
fications to the newsletters will also be posted as they
come to light.

If you have a need for speed and the abysmal
dialup connection rate on the Drive is not enough,
Phil Schmitz of Door Peninsula Internet has a special
feature available for his customers.  At the cost of a
second modem (about $20), a $10/month additional
charge, and a second phone line (whatever), you can
access the Internet twice as fast.  Not exactly warp
speed, but it might be attractive for some who just
can’t wait until we get broadband cable in the fall.
You can contact Phil at (920) 743-4999 or
phils@doorpi.net.

Book Nook
Have you read Richard A. Geudtner’s The Para-

dox of Paradise?  An architect and Glidden Drive neigh-
bor, Mr. Geudtner chronicles the trials and tribula-
tions of finding “the” spot of land and building his
dream Door County house on Glidden, something
which many of us can relate to.  You may find it in-
spiring to read and hard to put down.

Not all of the book is architecture or landscaping,
for he finds time to pause and enjoy the nature around
us, including purchasing land and donating it to the
Nature Conservancy.  We owe him our thanks for the
attractive stone bridge abutment over Fisher Creek
(no, not the creosoted mistake over Shivering Sands,
the one farther north).

Illustrated with pen and ink drawings, this book
is available from Amazon.com, local bookstores,  or
the Sturgeon Bay library.

Speaking of Trees...
The DC Soil & Water Conservation Department

is again making  cheaply available tree seedlings in
small quantities, including evergreens and shrubs.
They must be ordered and paid for by April 20 and
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In August, 1936, Henry R. Tucker and his wife
Irma Shira Tucker bought lot 137 and the eastern
one-half of adjacent lot 135 from Olive Glidden, widow

of Orrin Glidden, the paint magnate who owned the
entire Long Beach property.  The Tuckers, who lived
in St. Louis, had camped at Nicolet Bay in Peninsula
State Park in previous years, then stayed one sum-
mer in the log house that was
later to become Howard
Olson’s. It was time to build
a summer vacation home
only 2-3 days drive from St.
Louis.

The purchase price of the
two lots was $300.  Passed-
down family history says
Henry Tucker borrowed the
amount from his oldest
daughter, Emmeline, but
never put her name on the
deed and never paid her back.
Perhaps blood isn’t thicker
than water.

A local architect, Kay
Hansen, designed and built
the log house and it was com-
pleted in 1937.   The house
was named “Sunup,” since it

A Nice Place To Watch The Sunrise

By Laddie Chapman

faced the sunrise, and also in reference to a then-
popular stage play of the same name, as Irma Tucker
was in the dramatics field.  She later founded the St.

Louis City Players, an off-off-off-Broad-
way theatrical troupe which operated
continuously under her direction for
over 50 years.

The Tucker family had four children,
three of them growing up fast, so the
cabin had 5 bedrooms. Apparently the
idea of more than one (indoor) bathroom
was too radical for the time; even some
nearby summer cabins had only out-
houses well into the 60’s.

In September, 1937, Henry Tucker
passed away suddenly, leaving Sunup
to his wife.  But in 1941, with the prin-
cipal breadwinner gone, the children
building families of their own and spend-
ing less time at Sunup, Irma Tucker was
forced to sell the property to Fred Hale
and his wife, Mary.  It remained in the

Hale family until 1955, then changed hands to the
Larkin, Lyon, and Stiennon families in succession.
In 1986 it became the Schoenfeld’s, and is owned by
Ruth Schoenfeld today as 3826 Glidden Drive.

Sunup as seen from the beach, 1937.  Although the sun porch was later enclosed, the house looks remarkably
unchanged today thanks to caring owners.  It still has big flagstones for the entire living room floor.

Sunup under construction, 1937.  The logs, most of which stretch unbroken from one side of
the house to the other, were brought from Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.
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Town of Sevastopol
2001 Meeting Schedule

Mon Jan 22 7PM ............Board of Supervisors
Mon Feb 19 7PM ............Board of Supervisors

(no meetings scheduled in March)
Tue Apr 17 7:30PM ................. Town Meeting
Mon Apr 23 7PM ............Board of Supervisors
Sat May 05 9AM ................... Road Inspection
Mon May 21 7PM ............Board of Supervisors
Mon Jun 18 7PM ............Board of Supervisors
Mon Jul 23 7PM ............Board of Supervisors
Fri Aug 03 10AM-Noon ................ Open Book
Sat Aug 25 10AM-Noon ........ Board of Review
Mon Aug 27 7PM ............Board of Supervisors
Mon Sep 17 7PM ............Board of Supervisors
Mon Oct 08 6PM .. Work Session Budget 2002
Mon Oct 22 7PM ............Board of Supervisors
Mon Nov 19 7PM .. Public Hearing Budget 2002

7:30PM ................. Town Meeting
Mon Nov 26 7PM ............Board of Supervisors
Mon Dec 17 7PM ............Board of Supervisors

Board of Supervisors meetings are open to the public, but the
public has no vote and is limited in the amount of input allowed.

Meeting schedules for committees are not available at press time.
Note that schedules may be and have been changed without notice,
but we will try to keep the public informed on the (unofficial) Town
web site.

Copyright © 2001 Glidden Drive Association, Inc., all rights reserved.   Except as otherwise provided by law, this document may not be reproduced, transmitted,
stored or retrieved in whole or in part, in any form or by any means now known to exist or yet to be invented, including, but not limited to, photocopying, scanning,
recording, transmitting, uploading or downloading without the express written permission from the copyright owner.

Glidden Drive Association, Inc.

Officers

Tom Jung ........................................... President

Tom Girman ................................Vice President

George Griffith.................................... Secretary

Don Schweer ..................................... Treasurer

Board................................... Term expiration

Laddie Chapman .......................................2002

Tim Comeford............................................ 2002

Joanne Huhta ...........................................2003

Susan Mazza ............................................. 2001

Carl Scholz ................................................ 2003

Chris Vuco ................................................ 2001

Directors 2000-2001
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Glidden Drive Association, Inc.,  P.O. Box 261, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
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The Glidden Drive Association Web Site is at www.doorbell.net/gda, where
you will find this newsletter and other items of interest to members.

Around the Drive...
(continued from page 6)

picked up on May 4th or 5th.  An order blank and
extensive botanical information is available on the Web
thru the www.doorbell.net address, stop by the court-
house, or call (920) 746-2214.

Wanted
Do you have any stories and pictures about the

Glidden area to share with others?  We are always
looking for material for our historical archives as well;
contact Chris Vuco or Laddie Chapman.

Please submit any items for our next newsletter
(May edition) by April 10, 2001.

Steve Vuco gets into snow business
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